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CONS! PINE'S ‘ON THE LINE’... 

Reds Visit A ‘Work’ Camp 


By BOB CONSIDINE 
Special Correspondent 
TJARTFORD--We were in what 
must be the world’s cleanest 
migrant workers' camp, run by 
the Shade Tobacco Growers Agri¬ 
cultural Association, Inc., near 
here. The flags of the U.S., Puer¬ 
to Rico, Jamaica (black, yellow, 
green) and the Union Jack of the 
Commonwealth of the British 1 
West Indies fluttered proudly at 
the entrance. 

The Russian group we were ac¬ 
companying had some questions 
to ask an unusually muscular 
M-LT. man named Mark R. Kra¬ 
vitz, who runs the 700-man {plus 
dependents) camp for the Growr 
ere: They had just been walked 
through a room in 1 which perhaps 
50 assorted workers were watch¬ 
ing a television show'. 

"Isn’t it dangerous for these 
people to watch your westerns, 


your gangster shows, and other 
such shows where there is so 
much shooting and use of knives 
and other weapons that there is 
one death each minute on Ameri¬ 
can television?" asked a Russian 
delegate named Viktor Sokolov. 

It was a tough spot tor Mr. 
Kravitz, but he answered swift¬ 
ly. 

• • • 

Wrong Question, Place 
“YITE HAVE many shows on 
American TV," he said; 
"We have comedies, music, edu¬ 
cation, sports, everything. May¬ 
be if you turned the station dial 
in a certain way you could find 
a murder every minute, but I 
doubt it. These people know that 
the shootings they see are make- 
believe. I’ve been In this place for 
a coupie of years and there’s 
never been a fist fight; much less 
a knifing." 
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7 Touring Russians 
Satisfied With Tour 

LOUISV ILLE Ky. <API — On, The factories are very clean 
the .ecord. the seven Russians in-j and very nice, 
specting the Kentucky tobacco in-1 The machinery is on a high i 

£2^1 !*& tot Frank B. Snodgrass, 

•H* Kus^. 

elation, said th. group »as rasbod 
C ^ Uy because it had a tight schedule, 

taken on a whiriwindriour of two headed for H orse Cave 

Lcusvdl. cigarette factories. | ™ Greer, and uuer will. 

Whisked through Brown and _ ^ Tennessee and North O r o* 
WUikmsoo Tsr.acco Co hv fineer- j 
snapping executives, tne delega¬ 
tion looked! very thoroughly at 
what they saw and some took 
notes. 

- They didn't see the trade secret 
blending operation—the final fla-i 
vor injection that makes Ameri¬ 
can cigarettes popuiar the world 
over. Such formulas never are 
disclosed. 

Asked if American cigarettes 
were sold in Russia, Anatoli Sok¬ 
olov replied. "To regret, no " 

The leader. Mikhail ParshiMov. 
bad these comments on the tour: 

The group is very satisfied with 
the tour and glad 16 visit Amer¬ 
ica. 


It was a challenge to the Rus¬ 
sian, and a moment of silence fol¬ 
lowed. 

M. J. Parshikow, head of. the 
delegation, stepped into thi* 
void, "the question is not put to 
the proper man." he said with a 
suave smile at Mr. Kravitz. "This 
question should be directed!to the 
producers of the television 
shows." 

The Russians showed great 
curiosity about the workers. As we 
walked into the camp's dining 
room and came upon a table of 
them eating white - fish and! rice 
(“It's Friday," Mr. Kravitz ex¬ 
plained) every Russian waved in 
friendly style to the migrants, 
none of whom could speak Eng¬ 
lish. None of us waved, embar¬ 
rassingly enough. 

• * * 

Ash* About Union 
"pAN THE men 1 who work here 
_V-Have. a union?"* Mr. Sokolov 
asked. He is a non-union member, 
if we can hazard a guess. 

"No, there is no union invok¬ 
ed." Mr. Kravitz answered. 
"They are guaranteed: certain 
things under their contract: Fifty 
per cent of their round-trip pas¬ 
sage, free medical care, a mini¬ 
mum of a doilar-five an hour, 
tivo meals a day in the cafeteria 
and all they can eat and a box 
liiinch for the fields at fourteen dol¬ 
lars a week, free housing. TV. hi- 
fi; Lots of things." 

"But no representation," the 
Russian insisted. 

"The Puerto Ricans have a 
Puerto Rican government repre¬ 
sentative living here to present 
their complaints, if any,” the 
American answered. "The British 
West Indian people have a man 
of their own here, too." 

"Elected by them?" Mr. SiWo- 
lov pressed. 

"No. by the governments,” the 
American said. 

There was a pained pause, then 
much handshaking and farewell- 
ing. 

Comment* On Smoking 
We asked Mr. Parshikow if 
there was as much talk about 
lung cancer’s possible association 
with smoking in Russia as there is 
in the Uj S. The cheerful mem¬ 
ber of the Slate Planning Com¬ 
mittee USSR Council of Ministers 
shrugged. 

“Smoke is not good: for people 
essentially," said the man who 
is trying to build up Soviet: 
smoking by embracing U, S. tech¬ 
niques. "Take smoked: sausage, 
for instance. No good. Take the 
smoke lhat comes off asphalt 
roads. No good.. Take the smoke 
that comes from, exhaust pipes. 
No good, 

"Like you,, we continue oui 
studies. . ." 

(More, more or: less.,)' 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/ftnkOOOO 
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